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Research progress on the mechanism of action of traditional Chinese medicine regulating Nrf2 signaling
pathway to improve sepsis-induced lung injury

LI Yang', ZHANG Ruifen’, JIA Tingting’, ZHANG Hairong’, ZHAO Jian’, HUANG Xinsheng’, LI Xiao®,
ZHONG Xin®(1. College of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Inner Mongolia Medical University, Hohhot 010050,
China;2. ICU, Inner Mongolia Hospital of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Hohhot 010050, China)

ABSTRACT Sepsis-induced lung injury is a common type of sepsis complicated with multiple organ dysfunction syndrome,
whose uncontrolled inflammatory response and oxidative stress are the key pathological mechanisms. As an important pathway of
anti-inflammatory and anti-oxidative stress, the nuclear factor-erythroid 2-related factor 2 (Nrf2) signaling pathway is very
important in the occurrence and development of sepsis-induced lung injury. This review summarizes relevant research conducted
over the past decade on the regulation of the Nrf2 signaling pathway by traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) to ameliorate sepsis-
induced lung injury. It has been found that 14 kinds of TCM effective ingredients (including five types of compounds: flavonoids,
terpenes, alkaloids, saponins, phenols) and 6 kinds of compound preparations (including three types of formulas: heat-clearing
and detoxifying formulas, purgative formulas for promoting bowel movement, and formulas for reinforcing vital qi and
consolidating the constitution) can inhibit inflammatory responses and oxidative stress by activating Nrf2 signaling pathway and
intervening in related pathways such as those involving Kelch-like ECH-associated protein 1, heme oxygenase-1, antioxidant
response element and AMP-activated protein kinase, thereby alleviating sepsis-induced lung injury.

KEYWORDS traditional Chinese medicine; effective ingredients; compound preparations; sepsis; lung injury; Nrf2 signaling
pathway
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H AT, e B0 Mt £ BTG 97 35 A 35 4 R U5
o A UREE W25 RIS 95 B B SRR YT
Jiti, FEHUAS T — 2 B (HR R PE R AT R ik 409%™, b
Hh, FHE B IRYT S S R St S RITIR R G T
DIE MG A, L, TR BRI MeEEAE il 5475 1) 9 B
B B ELAAE PR TF & A IR 259, % Tk
BE TG DR AR BEAEEE L,

¥ i S R 21 & 2 A & B F 2 (nuclear factor-
erythroid 2-related factor 2, Nrf2) {5 53f % 0] = 5 ZFh 41
o A= B HLG Bl , LR W E TR P A N A g
PE, BLE S MR B M HIF AIE IR T U R s 2
— BFSEER I, v 24 AT ) R A Nref2 {55 ok
o PUAAIEEEVE R, T s e s e Mt 5 . Bk
T, AR SO 10 47 A AP 24842 Nirf2 {5 530 J% 24038 ik
BERE I 0 A AE DGR S A T 28R , DUIIA 200 B IR ARG
7 M RS
1 Nrf2{5S 18 LA & EI/ERYLE

Nrf2 {55 30 H Jm st s R P a5 5% s R - K0, 2
PR G 457 S8 AR P 928 98 R s I 174 G e 3
FEIEHARA T, Nrf2 55 Kelch £ ECH e 8 1 (Kelch-
like ECH-associated protein 1, Keapl) %54, {fi Nrf2 4bF
AR AR, IF 8 2 R AR R R A 5 >4 20 32 3 20
P S AMNEYE A B TORIBRT , Keapl B9 e 2 iR sk 5L 2
BB , NI -5 2 HEEK A% Nrf2 9 B 545 4% 2 A0 it
W, 55 /NUL PR PSS 21 48 PR 83 2 1 CRTAR /N Maf 8 17 ) &4
HIE MR, X — R AR 25 5P A Ak 1 7o 4 (an-
tioxidant response element, ARE ) {37 T 41 il #% P 11 DNA ,
HEMIA 23— RSB0 A AR A AR S22 a0 20 25m
4 /i 1 (heme oxygenase-1,HO-1) # E 4415 fL i (su-
peroxide dismutase, SOD) . 4% Bt H ki S8 4L 9 B ( gluta-
thione peroxidase, GSH-Px) . 7+ it H ik S-#% #% iff ( gluta-
thione S-transferases, GSTs) \NAD (P) H i & fb i4 J5 i 1
[NAD(P)H: quinone oxidoreductase 1,NQO1]55} i Bk
(5 sk, bR ER RIS A6 5 AT 2E— 203 R 4 L P ok
10 )15 PE 4 (reactive oxygen species, ROS) |, 3% Hi i 51| 55
AW, DT R0/ A48 ) AL A A £ A A L P ) 4
A JF- 8, 7 4 A B AR DR 3 AL ) v B A SC B E T
Nrf2 {5538 B VE AL LR 1.
2 Nri2 {5 SBEREMRSEMBRG PHER

Xof T R RE i 51 A B i 47, e A LR o3 R
A, SR DR 2R A A AR A I SRR S R s I AR A SR
i 4 Nrf2 155380 3 0 BT 70 IR 25 it 4 1 7 4 ) A
o BT O L 10553 B mTE 2ok 5 T i P R AR
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FHTA 80 ] A LS ERE SO, BT 2 H5E T T 2
45495 1 e 4 A, DA Nief2/ARE 38 8% 24 6], 24 Nrf2
HEANAMAZIS , 5/ Maf 8 B G5 —RIK 2 Z G
5 AREZ56 , OIS DU AR A 1A e B g A i DX 1 3R
IR, I YRR il 2 2 S AR N AR LA R AL
I 3 3% [ (phosphoinositide 3-kinase, PI3K)/4 [ i i} B
(protein kinase B, X 44 Akt)/Nrf2 {5553 [ M 4], 24 HLIA
Ab T AR HORAS BT, PISK B 330 S5 m e ol g 1 L e
4,5- RS AL A BRI ILEE 3, 4, 5- = WEIR , TG
Akt, 5 5 19 Akt 0] 08 Nef2 & BB RR 1L , LAt i
0 B T Y A R A B 5 N2 5 e | S 2 A4 X il
400 0 S A ™Y DA o3 20 A 1Y 2 O
(mitogen-activated protein kinase, MAPK )/Nrf2 il [
), A SAAL RIS E T, MAPK 15 (1) I A 5 815 18
Mg 1/2 (extracellular signal-regulated kinase, ERK1/2) .
p38 MAPK il c-Jun Z2 s it T ATEAE B 0T |, 3K L3 ity
A3 S R A VR P T A Nef2 154k, AN TS 5 45 i
i FAEAG N BSOS s 5 TRl 12008 A e
LAl Nrf2 300 3 28 AR B P[] e (R s e B A il 5
', B J5 LA Nrf2/4% R F kB (nuclear factor- kB, NF-
kB ) R ], 7ETE RS T 40 A Y NF-kB 5 NF-«B
i 2 11 (inhibitor of NF-kB, IkB) &b T-25 &R 4% 5 24 %
FHIUS 1B 23 K AE BRI R , 1 NF-«B B0 2 40
W LA AR 58 P-4 1 22 3K, T Nref2 JU) A ] 58 4o 9% 478 NF-
kB TG PR GERE SAE S0 1Y Bl 25 P-4, DA T 97 1k it 2 21
Z R B, IR TR B T AR N AR AR
AR LR, 4 PISKYAKt {5 538 4 M Nrf2/ARE {5
S B UM, AT IR Nef2 AT e S ARE 2%
G, AT AL IR R Y 2258 s MAPKYNT2 {5538 fif 15 JL
b3 (A ECRC A, TSN Nef2 (B R 1 ,  FL A 20 i
1% J Bl A DG L TR %) 5 5 [R]EF, Y8005 9 Nef2 7R 7] 3
Nrf2/NF-kB {5 518 B AR ST , 1M 48 AE AR AL B
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HIRER  SLEA A 20, A BEAE A5 4

3 HZFAE Nrf2 15 S5 18 B& X Bk 55 %E At #7315 B9
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3.1 HHAFRHS

311 HEALEY)

A R e W 25 T A AR AR AR I B — b R 2
EEY . Meng 55" W5 R I, 855 Ak W & FR AR e
PR Sl /0N BB S AE D [ R IR BE I o (tumor
necrosis factor-a, TNF-a) . FH 4l fifi /% 16 (interleukin-16,
IL-6) JIL-1B]/K -, $2& sy il 41 41 Nref2 FTHO-1 25 (1) 36
BRI o TSR, A 3R Gt e A 2 PRl 473 1)
Vi T g S35 Nrf2/HO-1 {5 5l AT o

WL R ELPHEY R W EEE 2 —.
FEREFR A IS s, 122 3R 0T A RCT W BREEAE 2 R il
P03 R BUE 2 [R5 1k I e I 92 TR 17K s e Ab 1%
BLATIA ]  2E T IR R BRI 4 4 rp Nef2 (HO-1 25 Y 3R
B TR , 102 3 AT PISK/Nrf2/HO- 147
T I, U0 SR AT S IO S A, AR R AE R LY
SRR o

FEH R N RHE ) 22 AR 25 rh SR I A — o
BARAL G, ERPEDIR IR, 228 K B 0% TRk
BEAE 2P MR 405K BT 8% (malondialdehyde , MDA )
Je 9 P F TNF-au, IL-1B  IL-6 7K °F- , 45 5 SOD 7k °F- il
Nrf2 \HO-1 mRNA K 8 17 % % 3k 7K T, B0 K R
O3 ARG L . BT IR | 22 B3 Ik EEE 2 i
P05 R BREAT 28 L A F AT BE -5 9147 Nirf2/Keap 1

T % N AR O PR I A B DA G

RGHERT R — PR R TR AR R AR R
B EY). XSEAE IR IR, R R AES
0 2 AR B e 2 P45 0/ B B8 T 3 A it 2 21
R BRES & S B % 5 AR S 9 A AR 1 4
) 3% 3Z 1K 3 (nucleotide-binding domain leucine-rich re-
peat and pyrin domain-containing receptor 3, NLRP3) . {4
TOAHSCBE SRR AL 1 BT D) A e X 25 F1 8 1 (cleaved cas-
pase-1) (235K, b0 Nrf2 2 [ 357K - , Bt H
i 2L K S I, L 8 A 200 IR 1 A B . IS
H A A S, RGHE B 2R T S T Nef2 {5 3 B 0
NLRP3 S /IMATE AR M REAE /N B SRl 475
3.1.2 WiRAEY

PEVS = A TS I E Sy 2 — o B/NIR
SO o s 1 9 g 22 B (lipopolysaccharide , LPS) i 7
UM R REAE 2 LR 05/ N BUSEEY , JF B P PEYS = hi %
TR /N BT T T, S5 2R o, TS =TT
J& /INERIBZH U Nef2 (HO-1 o S8 AL W i A3 58 ) s
Sy M T ) 2 2k 7K P B R/ B 3B T (P<
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0.05) , il 4B 5t G WA W 9% Mt o I MF S W0 AR SE R
5 =T AT 38 5 IO Nef2/HO-1 {5 538 B >k 8 75 44k
TR, DT 4% e 7 0 20 i 458 493 /0 BRA ii 2H 2 4504k
it o

o] L 2T R TR 2 AT L 21 e B B — o = 251k
EY . ARHRST s, BT HL2T =GR ] 2 A 2 e i
10171y B MDA 7KF- | $2 %5 SOD . GSH-Px 7K, 411 i
Keapl & [1 % mRNA [ 35 , {2 iff Nrf2 \HO-1 % 11 &
mRNA [ 2R3k , 238 e B2 0 S0t i 463 493 /0 BRL %) o i g
e ZWFFEA) A ESE , B B 2T = R 1T 3 1k TS Nrf2/
HO- 115538 BRI/ N R 2RI 45

ALY — B AT 25 B ) b $2 B PR 1 251k
G, BMERHE AL AL (cecal ligation and
puncture, CLP) & 37 I 8 21 il 45 KBRS A, I 7
AT AT I0, S5 R R SRR R R A, AT 2
20 A BT 41 40 9 0E R F S MDA 5 it 34 (g 35 [ A%
SOD {if 4 i & 38 i, Nrf2 & HO-1 8 (H 1Y #£ ik ¥ i 2% -
], Keapl & [ (19435 B 3% T I (P<<0.05) , il 41 414514
B . ST I AT 2 TR Nrf2/Keap L {55
T, B0 A R, DTSR R B 2 M A4 475 o

AU — P e A 22 B SRR R I
WAL A Y . NI oy 0, B A6 A ] B
i 1 R R B M IR 473 /0 BROBR T — B IR 1k Y B 1
¥ % (AMP-activated protein kinase, AMPK) \Nrf2 \HO-1
O E SN R XA (1K= g e 1AL VI va N 30wl B
i 3 T AMPK/Nrf2/HO-1 15 5 3 1% o i 35 i 75 i fili
it .
3.1.3 YR A

T EARE D 2 7 XU 0 AR AN 25 R U — K
SRAEWION . BRI GT S BN, R T NS e A
PR 705 BRI AR N 2 AT B S i 4m il VE R, O T 4 s
N2 8 I R E KT BRI NF-wB 2 119 3R B Ko
TR IR, T TR B 3 R 0 R AE S 5 45K
LAY SOD 1% M , &k MDA . IL-1B . TNF-o . IL-6 7K -, 2%
fiE it 40 ZUps B4R 0 , | I Nrf2 \HO-1 & 1}z mRNA )3
ik, N Keapl # 4 &2 mRNA i35 . A EBFFEHAE
S, T R B LR R R T 38 3 G Nrf2 {53l Ok i
PHRBEAE 5 [ A 2475 o
314 BERLEY

B R B S R A B PR Al — Fh =i 2R e
PGy o BALT HLAEEE S R, 5 MeREAE S PR R 5 40 e
B, AL/ BUR I 45 53 Keapl &3k K fiiad 44
AP P MDA 75 35 i 35 BRI, Nef2 \HO-1
73K K SOD . GSH-Px {if 1 ¥ & 2 Fh & uk I 4 (P<
0.05) o ZMFFTHEIR , B RS H AT X e e /N B A M At 7
HAVGEER , HALH 7 585 842 Keap l/Nrf2/ARE {55
T AR
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1o HHMB WoR , NS BT R e = k8 0E 2
PR 43/ 8 5 3 27 A A/ DN BRI L 12 20 1Y) [ k-,
$% 58 Nrf2 ) 35 BT DL/ NF-kB p65 (LAR K “p-
p657) Rk , FE s fili - R AR T iR,
NS BT R, AT i o B9 il b Bz 4 i 3 ik 2 i Nref2 3%
ik A NF-«B p65 B fb e et /N By 2 et s
3.1.5 MELEY

AT IR B AL G, S T 2 P R Y G P
G o A MR SRR 2 IR R UM RE S A 4 1
SEMART & B, FEAT IR T BT, K 221 MDA Fil
RAE Pl F TNF-a IL-6 ., %% k. 4= K A F B (transforming
growth factor-B, TGF-B ) 7K - A AU K B bk 5B A1K, A
P AL RE J1 it S A AUl L SOD T 1 34 i 253 5k, B 4
ALK L% 2 (B cell lymphoma-2, Bel-2) 1 Nrf2 £ [ i) =
IR R cleaved caspase-9 Fil i il 7 K ik &5 H B1
B 2R 25 R IR (P<<0.05) o M9 B, AT 2 i)
3 S UG Nrf2 {5538 BRI AR K R JE S 4]
AV T AR T, DT A I B i it 153 47 o

SRR VAR T BRI i — K 2 B ik
G T RAELL S i R %o e B I AR 0 K SRR T T
i ,/n%‘j'm“,?%ﬁ@c? fr 1A R B A 15 2R LA il
41 41 SOD 7K fil Nrf2 ,HO-1 . NQO1 %5 [ i & ik
i, [ B REAR T AL 2 A i T IR
S, G JiE R RS A ) e R I ORI U N DR R
i PR B PR A B, e I i e it 405 O VR 5
16 Nrf2 {5 5l A K.

ﬁﬂ“fﬁﬁ%%@ﬁﬁ%@%ﬁ M2 mEAEY, 2
ZINI SE TR e 1) T P A o WEER TN
I SIC TR X /)N Eﬂ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%hfﬁ )5 M B A 3, HL
PR 53 S P P R B 2 AT AR AR B /)N B P A Nef2 R A
Syor, BETT RN A A 1 HO-1 A 2R iR 4
B AL W I R Rk . IR, PR R B R T

F1 HHFYURSLENA2E

T Nrf2/HO-1 A5 538 R s R B AE 2 M 43 .

ZE LTk BERIS M AR R AR A
rh 25 RO 43 T 3 2k R Nt S A DA 51 B ok ik 3t
S I AW E A, I TR R B Al i . P
2 503 ) Nef2 {75538 [ o458 J 5 43 45 114 ot
SRR S AE RIS W% 1,

32 HHEH
3.2.1 ‘*%ﬁf’ﬁ%ﬁ il

BARE LR T GRAAHE) A 1 AR R TT
%Zaﬁz, WHTIRIT B OZIE, & EB5N R,
B2 E AR W LT v e 7 RE A0 A 405 K R 4 21
SOD {ifi 4 J Nrf2 2 1 1 238K -, B#AIX MDA \ TNF-a &
i WG R, 2 AR B LT AR IE AT 1 il 4 21
Nrf2 [ & 38 0 S F X 455 780 K Ui 4 0 B8 05 1) i 5
1EH .

WOEMRRR LT MG RVED)  niR = i, el
SN P U i R Y o e R M 4 K A T
T, 45 9 7R B A A T T AR AR R U Y ) K
EEP it 74 T BB 473 L B 2R AR et A i e gk

SURR, Af 3 Ik MDA FIROS /K-, i 2 T SOD Fil
/ﬁﬂfcﬁﬂt (glutathione, GSH) 7K~F-, [ I Nrf2 | %5 Jit 4% 14
K% 7 L 5L 11 (solute carrier family 7 member 11,
SLCTA11) #FBt H ki % fk i 4 (glutathione peroxidase
4,GPX4) \HO-1 £ 1A 3K 5 i fff I Nrf2 1 il 70 ), &%
HERRER A LR B 0 . IR S, B E AR
BE V0T I EAE S I 5 475 A R A A 1 FH A5 936 N2/
SLCTA11/GPX4 {5 51l BAH I .

3.2.2 HHEICFIIH

TR A€, RIS T R IE T Rl ER
Il R ARSI G BN, ROR A ml IR 3 R AE
I AR T R 20 B T, T I REAE R T U LA
BAEM . B AT E R ORI PR 45 Nrf2/ TGF-B.1/
ERK {5 53 % 20 6 e 2 0 s 45305 (g ML okl Fsf & B, 1220 ]

=1 B DU BB AE A 5 7 O R SRR B R A AL

% i) il IR il TR ik
HEALAY  WKE W At 0/ R LPSJE T4 N2/ T HO. M Jik [16]
IEE WEHE SO K R CLP 1P3K/ TNer/ THO-1 fik S [
E3F BEHE SR O K R CLP N2/ | Keapl ik fiAk (18]
TEE TRAEE SRR (N CLP N/ lNLRP3 ik SEk [19]
WRLAD HE=E W 2 I N LPSFE T4 INif2/ T HO. RN ik 20]
WA= WEHIE SR O Y LPS ffs At | Keapl /T Nif)/ T HO-1 ik S 1]
Ajdii MEHE S O K R CLP N2/ | Keapl IR % 2]
7170 WA SRR /B LPSHETA 1 AMPK/ T Nif2/ T HO-1 ik SR SCENE- NN REER 23]
ERENAY BB TRAEIE bR O VA CLP N2/ | NF-kB IHINF-cB L fi%k 4]
HHEW B S RS K R CLP N2/ | Keapl IS i ik 23]
AR RRPE B E 2 ER O 1 R LPSJE st + Keapl/ " Nif2/ARE TR [26]
ABEiiRg, IRFEE S MR T AR LPSKEA TN | p-pts AT Sk 7
BEILAH Ajie TREE BB K B LPSFE VRTINS Bl A AR AT 28]
S TEE R B K B ER CLP N2 $iR SUE M AT 9]
LSS B AE SN/ R LPSJE TNif2/ 1 HO iR SR [30]
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R P M A VS AAGE IR G LI R 2 T A AR
SOOI 30 RS ity %o e FEE Al 405 R SRR A T T, 45
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H Nrf2 mRNA 235, Jf- 42 5 SOD il GSH % & . %057
FEUH 3 T ] A RS Nrf2 15 520 S R Dl e A 7
KA 547
3.2.3  HRIEEAZE 7

A E SR T (ER B, A IR e 1k
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IG5 1, R B R TR ST A p62 S s AR G 2
M LURREE 3 TRk, it /N BRI A 2L s B AR 1%
WFFTUESE , A A 8 470 IR EE B0 RS i 0 B A
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P

LSRG PU R PRI E TR SRR IR
FH 25 SR Al 7 %k e 250 22 il 463 4% 3t SR R4 T T B &
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HO-1 E F A& & i il SO B0 G . %P IT R,
25 SRR 7 ] 3 3 SO Nrf2/HO- 15538 B SR 30 1 8 i
RAE AR 3, DA T A3 IR T B S R i 6345

gE Lk, B E A WL KRR G E LR 25 )7
AL PR Nrf2 SRS 5l ok ZHEpL o b ss
YRR, DA A6 2335 M B i i 46343 L 3 & AT 5 SR S O I
FAFPARFE o v 2552 77 $IE 1) Nrf2 {5 5 30 5 00 e i
i i 473 PO BIF S AR R A FEMIL A DL 2.
R2 HASHEENRESEBRYERSEMRG

IR SR B R (E R HLE
% EV R A RS TR St
EEEE RN WeRmAth PSR TNM sk Bl

TARER g
WG WRHESYE  CLP N2/ T SLCTALL T GPX4 HiEML I [32]
NG ot
TeEats  LPSIE  TNHY | TGRB/|ERK  Hi& il [34)
BARER g
R WeEERS  CLP N2
p
WERAR  HAESH  WGRESMA LRSI TN T Keapl/ | p62
TNGER s
BB WAEAMN  LPSIEE TNt/ THO-I iR HE 37
B T

WRETE SR
TR AR [33)

HRARH [36]

1L LA
4 HEERE

Nrf2 {5 Sl BEAE AP R B A Y A0
X MEEERE I 45 TR YT A B E A . APEk A e
A SO B T R Nrf2 (5 53 I A0 3% e 44 i il 6
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P SE AR L, AT X FIRAITSE 1) R G LA A Pr
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300 % A T B 1 1 B X HEA T VA 9 S5 A B, 14
A RUN S (RIS B ZE B2 AR RS 2k
524G W) 6 Fhrh 24558 T (A5G A 2 B FL T |
PRIE A 3277 7)) BEAS 8 1 V0T Nrf2 {5538 #% S 11
Keapl HO-1 ARE , AMPK 45 #H 53 [ e 1 ] 4 i 2
S A A, DTSR A FIr Ui 5
SSRGS AT T —E kR H A AR R 2
fib——(1) 38 # 52 FAHLTIAN T Nef2 {5 53 i 5 2 5505
5300 RH LA I, G T i i T f A B T AO &
Z L[R2 5 05 00 A A R e o (H H I = BETEAN
P B AL O BIEE , DRI S 3 b i TR AR R W1 AN
({5 1 % 2 () 8 P R B B G R o (2) IR R ITF A AL -
HFTHTS 2 h T Eh W S5 2 Im RBETEAT R, k=
FHEA RN VA IR o 4 J5 BIFFE & I o
Il RAIF S, B ER B 22 i e RS o (3) W9 5 i Jma PR < B
AR ZRAMEG I S YRR, BRE S 7~ &8 3 L], (H
SME LA TSR S Je i A B B ABE o AR
AR Bl — B R (AN A% B AL | Bk DA g B R
S5 A M B RS B S5 H R BE RS HEIR ST Nrf2 5
S B BARAE T BURAR AR rh 2G4 i BAR B . (4)
ZHFRAMR G Z AR ZRE TR 2K, 1
LRI R R A O R AL, W) TR 4 A B s
2 GE A A s AR 2 S Z A A P b . R
KA FE AT IX ET7 0] ISR AT 5T, 4 11 i 7 T 2 45
Nrf2 {55 18 #% 05 e RE it 0 19 237 L]
S 3k
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